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The following is a list of some of the most common academic words. 
Use the list as a study tool. As you look at the words in the list, decide how well you know the 
word. Use a check mark (ü) to indicate your comfort with the word. Only check “Yes” when you 
are very comfortable with the word (its meaning, usage, form, and pronunciation). The middle 
column means you are learning it. Ask the ESL Specialist for the expanded list of 10 full levels. 

Number Word No Yes Number Word No Yes 

1.1 analysis 20 established 

2 approach 21 estimate 

3 area 22 evidence 

4 assessment 23 export 

5 assume 24 factors 

6 authority 25 financial 

7 available 26 formula 

8 benefit 27 function 

9 concept 28 identified 

10 consistent 29 income 

11 context 30 indicate 

12 contract 31 individual 

13 create 32 interpretation 

14 data 33 involved 

15 definition 34 issues 

16 derived 35 labour 

17 distribution 36 legal 

18 economic 37 legislation 

19 environment 38 major 
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Number Word No  Yes Number Word  No   Yes 

39 method    62 administration    

40 occur    63 affect    

41 percent    64 appropriate    

42 period    65 aspects    

43 policy    66 assistance    

44 principle    67 categories    

45 procedure    68 chapter    

46 process    69 commission    

47 required    70 community    

48 research    71 complex    

49 response    72 computer    

50 role    73 conclusion    

51 section    74 conduct    

52 sector    75 consequences    

53 significant    76 construction    

54 similar    77 consumer    

55 source    78 credit    

56 specific    79 cultural    

57 structure    80 design    

58 theory    81 distinction    

59 variables    82 elements    

2.60 achieve    83 equation    

61 acquisition    84 evaluation    
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85 features    108 resident    

86 final    109 resources    

87 focus    110 restricted    

88 impact    111 security    

89 injury    112 sought    

90 institute    113 select    

91 investment    114 site    

92 items    115 strategies    

93 journal    116 survey    

94 maintenance    117 text    

95 normal    118 traditional    

96 obtained    119 transfer    

97 participation    3.120 alternative    

98 perceived    121 circumstances    

99 positive    122 comments    

100 potential    123 compensation    

101 previous    124 components    

102 primary    125 consent    

103 purchase    126 considerable    

104 range    127 constant    

105 region    128 constraints    

106 regulations    129 contribution    

107 relevant    130 convention    
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131 coordination    154 location    

132 core    155 maximum    

133 corporate    156 minorities    

134 corresponding    157 negative     

135 criteria    158 outcomes    

136 deduction    159 partnership    

137 demonstrate    160 philosophy     

138 document    161 physical     

139 dominant    162 proportion     

140 emphasis    163 published     

141 ensure    164 reaction    

142 excluded    165 registered     

143 framework    166 reliance    

144 funds    167 removed    

145 illustrated    168 scheme    

146 immigration    169 sequence    

147 implies    170 sex    

148 initial     171 shift    

149 instance    172 specified     

150 interaction    173 sufficient    

151 justification    174 task    

152 layer    175 technical     

153 link         
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