DURHAM COLLEGE INDIGENOUS EDUCATION CIRCLE MEETING

MINUTES

April 2, 2025
 Teams Meeting 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.

Present: Amanda Banning, Jean Choi, James Costello, Aimée Danis, Nicola Edgar, Jennifer Henderson, Claire Kearns, Jennifer Martin, Kayla Murphy, Jakob Olive, Gary Paulin, Elaine Popp, Rachel Taunton, Cecile Wagar, Dawn White, 

Regrets: Brandon Carson, Cassie-Jean Dillon, Jennifer Fournier, Melanie Martin, Mandy Nakashima, Julie Pigeon, Karli Roberston, Elder Shirley Williams
               
	1.
	Opening Remarks and Introductions of Guests
· K. Murphy welcomed the group and thanked Circle members for attending

	Kayla Murphy/Amanda Banning

	2.
	Opening Prayer
· C. Kearns provided an opening prayer to begin the meeting in a good way

	Claire Kearns

	4.

	Review Previous Action Items
· Previous action items were completed

	Kayla Murphy

	5.
	Review INDG Reflection Video
· On Hold – J. Fournier was not able to attend the meeting
	Jennifer Fournier

	6.
	First Peoples Indigenous Centre and Indigenization Council Highlights
· K. Murphy shared the highlights from FPIC with Circle members
· A. Werner to share the presentation on FPIC highlights with the minutes of the meeting

	Kayla Murphy

	7.
	Community Updates/Events
· A. Danis said she will be posting for the Ontario Tech University (OTU) Indigenous Programming Facilitator position next month; they have not had a full staffing complement in the last few years
· A. Danis will share the posting for the Indigenous Programming Facilitator with Circle members
· OTU staff have been working at the downtown location, reconfiguring the great hall space; A. MacLeod and A. Danis both attending upcoming conferences   
· A. Banning reported the following:
· City of Oshawa Indigenous Cultural Celebration won three awards (including “Best New Festival”) and garnered support for a second event set to take place on May 31, 2025; In the process of receiving applications for free Vendor & Displayer/Sponsor Information (due by May 12 at 4:30 p.m.)
· Indigenous Program Assistant (temporary summer student position April – August) currently posted
· City of Oshawa has recently passed a bylaw to exempt Sacred Fires in parks and at homes; currently reviewing policies around exemptions for Smudging in the workplace
· Red dresses will be on display at City Hall to recognize the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-Spirit People (MMIWG2S+)
· City of Oshawa Art Exhibits, including “So Far From Home” (May-Oct) and the Residential School Experience” (May-Sep), will be displayed
· G. Paulin reported the following:
· Has reached out to nearly 1000 individuals who have identified as Indigenous to let them know about the Indigenous Opportunities Network (ION); he has about 200 candidates that have been through his screening, etc.; Pickering has the nuclear refurbishment, new build going ahead at Leslieville, 66 hydroelectric stations; have over 200 employed; John Wesley beaver arounds, the students get $10,000; National Indigenous peoples day will be in Pickering this year in June; also doing something for Truth and Reconciliation – still in planning stages for 
· J. Martin reported that Dnaagdawenmag Binnoojiiyag collaborated on the Big Drum Social that took place in Cannington
· D. White reported that:
· The Durham District School Board also participated at the drum social and are starting to plan for events for next academic year, learning 
· Upcoming professional development sessions: Pam Palmater (April 22), Dr. Nicole Bell and Chief Kelly LaRocca
· Family engagement nights coming up on May 21(high school) and May 29 (elementary school)  
· C. Kearns announced:
· L. Kearns of the Métis Nation of Ontario (MN)) received the King Charles III Coronation medal for her volunteer work     
· C. Wagar and C. Kearns have both been re-elected to their positions at the MNO
· Working on various projects with Ontario Shores and the “Adopt a Park” program
· Hoping to host cultural events twice a month at their new Whitby location (209 Dundas Street East, #5)
· J. Costello reported:
· Durham Community Health Centre will be hosting a Big Drum Social on April 26, 2025; tables are free for vendors 
· J. Costello will share flyer for Big Drum Social with A. Werner for distribution
· New outreach worker is releasing some opportunities for dance, traditional healing (including Big Thunder – Traditional Men’s Learning Circle), etc. have begun
· Hoping to open their new sweat lodge beginning this June 

	All 

	9.
	Next Meeting
· A. Werner to book the next meeting for the afternoon of June 11, 2025
	All

	10.
	Closing Prayer
· C. Kearns provided a closing prayer for the Circle
	Claire Kearns

	11.
	Action Items
· A. Werner to share the presentation on FPIC highlights with the minutes of the meeting
· A. Danis will share the posting for the Indigenous Programming Facilitator with Circle members
· J. Costello will share flyer for Big Drum Social with A. Werner for distribution
· A. Werner to book the next meeting for the afternoon of June 11, 2025
	



