DURHAM COLLEGE INDIGENOUS EDUCATION CIRCLE MEETING

MINUTES

April 2, 2025
 Teams Meeting 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.

Present: Jakob Olive, Brooke Wheeler (guest), Rachel Taunton, Amanda Banning, Brandon Carson, Aimée Danis,, Kayla Murphy, Elaine Popp, Claire Kearns, Gary Paulin, Jean Choi, Jennifer Fournier, Mandy Nakashima

Regrets: Cassie-Jean Dillon, Melanie Martin, , Julie Pigeon, Karli Roberston, Elder Shirley Williams, James Costello, Nicola Edgar, Jennifer Henderson, Jennifer Martin, Cecile Wagar, Dawn White 
               
	1.
	Opening Remarks and Introductions of Guests
· K. Murphy welcomed the group and thanked Circle members for attending

	Kayla Murphy/Amanda Banning

	2.
	Opening Prayer
· C. Kearns provided an opening prayer to begin the meeting in a good way

	Claire Kearns

	3.

	Review Previous Action Items
· Previous action items were completed
· A. Danis will share the posting in the next three weeks
· J. Fournier asked about adding an item to the agenda regarding program review

	Kayla Murphy

	4.
	Current Student Representative
· T. Koski suggested putting a call out to the Indigenous student list and let them know what their responsibilities would be, what the time commitment is
· Perhaps posting some information in the Centre
· A. Banning suggested getting the word out at Open House
· C. Kearns said students should be on the Circle to be able to get the word out to other students, give their input and ask the Circle to address the concerns they might be having throughout the year
· M. Nakashima asked if the FPIC page could have a pop-up on the webpage
· K. Murphy also mentioned about asking for a statement of intent
· M. Nakashima asked about whether it would be possible to attend a portion of the meeting so they know what they are getting themselves into
· K. Murphy asked if the group wanted to review the applications; C. Kearns said K. Murphy could do the filtering ahead of time and invite them to the October meeting of the group
· A. Danis said a small group could be formed to review applicants
· 
	Jennifer Fournier

	5.
	First Peoples Indigenous Centre and Indigenization Council Highlights
· K. Murphy shared the highlights from FPIC with Circle members
· A. Werner to share the presentation on FPIC highlights with the minutes of the meeting
· A. Werner to ask if there is a way to determine how many people scan the QR code 
· R. Taunton talked about an 8-part Tipi teachings (about twice a week for the rest of the month); Pow-wow etiquette posting

	Kayla Murphy

	6.
	Community Updates/Events
· A. Danis; the Indigenous Program facilitator will be posted in the next few week, doing quite a bit of planning over the summer months for the fall; they are an ambassador campus for the moose hide campaign for next year; opens typically with a sunrise ceremony, walk to parliament, etc. could we do a smaller version of this; sent out a poll to students about asking students to see who would like to attend the Scugog Island First Nation Pow wow; they may be able to extend the invite to our DC students (could be the 19th or the 20th); also was at the Oshawa cultural celebration and the Hiawatha
· K. Murphy mentioned the DDSB would like to continue the presentations next year
· M. Nakashima said they just had their 2nd annual Indigenous celebration last weekend, doing a workshop next month (artist exhibit); small workshop in July for birchbark biting; digitial story telling workshop, three pieces, Teaching youth from 14-25 ways to use digital media to tell their stories; M. Nakashima to send fall date for this; AGM will be coming up in September (president and vice president will be reaching the end of their term; going back to having monthly drum and craft nights; about to start working on the community needs assessment – have a meeting with a company from BC that specializes in Indigenous Community engagement
· G. Paulin said OPG has their National June 17; dancing, Indigenous vendors 1-3:30 p.m.; summer ION program (trying to get 70 Indigenous people working in the centre) has several Indigenous candidates; Open House will take place in September
· A. Banning; made a change to the bylaw for Smudging in public spaces and ceremonial fires; bilateral agreement with Scugog Island First Nation; intend on building the reconciliaction plan in 2026; Indigenous cultural celebration in June, Brooke has been calling around to see what others are doing; June 10th had a Big Drum at Lakeridge Health; engaging with the Williams Treaty to build a more meaningful land acknowledgement, also commissioning an artist to do some art with Land acknowledgement, huge mural at City Hall in 2026; September 27th at the Arts Resource Centre (Elder Dorothy Taylor and a Residential School survivor – they will be doing a screening of a film about a family separated by the 60s scoop, Sharing Circle
· J. Fournier spoke about the program, Jarod Comprehensive Program Review; adding a section on Guiding questions that will; Annual program review section has been added; check chat
· J. Fournier can put it in a Teams form and ask for feedback
· B. Wheeler Autonomy and self-determination about learning; rigid structure and power dynamic; make it more open in terms of class discussions, assignments; more options for how we show our learning
· J. Fournier will make sure it is anonymous, Hopefully in by the end of June (include a Comprehensive program review intro into the form)
· C. Kearns talked about the 1425 Philip Murray Avenue at the Union Hall – next to intrepid park, Heritage Day, fiddlers, BBQ around noon _(10-4); once a week toddler group, youth camp being held up in Huronia, AGA for the MNO is being held in Sault St. Marie August 14, 15 & 16; check the facebook page to see what all is going on this summer
· 
· 
· 
	All 

	9.
	Next Meeting
· A. Werner to book the next meeting for the afternoon of October 16, 2025
· 
	All

	10.
	Closing Prayer
· C. Kearns provided a closing prayer for the Circle
	Claire Kearns

	11.
	Action Items
· A. Werner to book the next meeting for the afternoon of October 16, 2025
	



