DURHAM COLLEGE INDIGENOUS EDUCATION CIRCLE MEETING

MINUTES

November 18, 2024
 Teams Meeting 
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Present: Amanda Banning, Brandon Carson, Beth Chapleau (guest), Jean Choi, James Costello, Nicola Edgar, Jennifer Henderson, Claire Kearns, Tara Koski, Kayla Murphy, Jakob Olive, Gary Paulin, Elaine Popp, Mandy Nakashima, Angela Werner, Dawn White

Regrets: Jennifer Martin, Melanie Martin, Julie Pigeon, Karli Roberston, Cecile Wagar, Elder Shirley Williams

               
	1.
	Opening Remarks and Introductions of Guests
· K. Murphy welcomed the group and made introductions

	Kayla Murphy/Amanda Banning

	2.
	Opening Prayer
· Elder S. Williams was not able to attend
· K. Murphy asked C. Kearns to begin the meeting with a prayer

	Claire Kearns

	3.
	Mural and Plaque Discussion 
· B. Chapleau joined the group as a guest to discuss the Indigenization Council objective to have two murals commissioned (one at each campus) by an Indigenous artist
· B. Chapleau asked for input on themes, subject matter, artist recommendations, etc.
· B. Chapleau was advised to contact B. Leroux; 
· Artists suggested:
· Jon Colwell (has done a number of murals within the district)
· Koren Smoke (Alderville First Nation)
· N. Edgar suggested Jon’s brother Justice Colwell
· Luke Swinson (visual artist with Anishinaabe roots from Kitchener, Ontario. A member of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, Luke’s work reflects his desire to better understand and reclaim his Indigenous culture. He seeks to promote cultural education and preservation through his art projects)
· Nyles Migizi Johnston (recently completed public artwork installed on the balcony of Pickering City Hall)
· Freddy Taylor (Whetung’s Gallery in Curve Lake) 
· Jared Tait (Anishinaabe artist)
· J. Henderson asked what the purpose of the mural was, asked about what additional learning can be embedded in the installation; suggested asking students to contribute to what the design would be; make it more meaningful to them; Eg. Do the Indigenous students want more traditional artwork, more modern, etc.
· Suggestions for locations included the Pit and the CRWC because of the amount of traffic in each area
· Group discussion on the artist including descriptors of the mural and what the symbols mean
· J. Olive suggested it would be ideal if the artist(s) selected were from the local Treaty area
· B. Chapleau asked about the proposal for the installation of Land Acknowledgement Plaques; one plaque per campus
· Group discussion regarding conducting some research on where other colleges have placed plaques on campus
· B. Carson asked if Ontario Tech U has a plaque for Land Acknowledgement
· T. Koski said previous Circle members had asked for it to be at the main doors of campus

	Beth Chapleau

	4.

	Membership and Terms of Reference Review
· K. Murphy asked if there were any concerns with the Terms of Reference
· There were no concerns brought forward
· Group consensus on accepting the Terms of Reference
· A. Werner will post the Terms of Reference to the website 
	Kayla Murphy

	5.
	Durham College Indigenization Council Annual Work Plan
· K. Murphy shared the Indigenization Council Annual Work Plan with the team
· A. Werner will share the document and ask for feedback ahead of the Indigenization Council meeting
	Kayla Murphy

	6.
	First Peoples Indigenous Centre Highlights
· K. Murphy gave a presentation on the events that have taken place in the First Peoples Indigenous Centre
· A. Werner will share K. Murphy’s presentation with the minutes
	Kayla Murphy

	7.
	Community Highlights
· Teaching with Elder Dorothy Taylor have been arranged
· Fall Feast to take place on Tuesday November 26; shared through Eventbrite – please email K. Murphy if you would like to attend 
· Upcoming event on December 6 for Millwright candidates – G. Paulin will send invitation to graduation
· J. Costello mentioned the following upcoming events: 
· Wednesday evenings (5-7:30) hosting Bingo in Anishinaabemowin 
· January 25th is big drum social, Garnet B. recreation complex in Clarington
· Bawaajigewin and DCHC are partnering for a winter solstice event in December and starting a monthly hand drum Circle and Craft Nights at the community space in South Oshawa.
· DDSB events include: Dr. Chad Cowie from Hiawatha First Nation talk on Indigenous governance; Civics classes; Robinson Huron litigation fund; local APSIP events (December 3) for recruiters; Louis Riel flag raising last week; Indigenous students will be participating in two day welding camp on December 4th and 11th
· J. Costello said they that Nyles Johnston will be coming in on family nights
· C. Kearns, reported on the three Louis Riel flag raisings (DDSB, DCDSB and City Hall in Oshawa); AGM will be held for the citizens on November 24; Community Family Christmas Party at Camp Samac on December 7 (doing Christmas baskets for families); 26 families have signed up for assistance; families are Indigenous but not necessarily Metis; elections will take place in March for the Council
	

	11.
	Action Items

· A. Werner will post the Terms of Reference to the website 
· A. Werner will share the document and ask for feedback ahead of the Indigenization Council meeting
· A. Werner will share K. Murphy’s presentation with the minutes
· G. Paulin will send invitation to graduation
	



