DURHAM COLLEGE INDIGENOUS EDUCATION CIRCLE MEETING

MINUTES

October 16, 2025
 Teams Meeting 
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.

Present: Jean Choi, Aimee Danis, Ruthie Fitton, Jennifer Fournier, Claire Kearns, Tara Koski, Jennifer Martin, Kayla Murphy, Mandy Nakashima, Gary Paulin, Elaine Popp, Rachel Taunton, Cecile Wagar, Angela Werner

Regrets: Amanda Banning, Brandon Carson, James Costello, Cassie-Jean Dillon, Nicola Edgar, Jennifer Henderson, Melanie Martin, Julie Pigeon, Karli Roberston, Dawn White, Elder Shirley Williams 

               
	1.
	Opening Remarks and Introductions of Guests
· K. Murphy welcomed the group and thanked Circle members for attending
· R. Fitton introduced herself to the membership

	Kayla Murphy

	2.
	Opening Prayer
· C. Kearns provided an opening prayer to begin the meeting in a good way

	Claire Kearns

	3.

	Welcome and Review Previous Action Items
· M. Nakashima reported that Bawaajigewin is in the process of rewriting the grant proposal; they have partnered with the Durham District School Board, submitting next week; hopeful to have more storytelling events as a result
· J. Fournier reported that Durham College is in the process of updating the comprehensive program review process; looking at having a community perspective; Circle members are asked to contribute their thoughts using the following form: https://forms.office.com/r/mRrxvveAwj?origin=lprLink
· Feedback received through this process will be taken into consideration for creating Indigenous Learning Outcomes to support faculty in decolonizing their programs

	Kayla Murphy

	4.
	2025-26 Terms of Reference Review and Approval
· T. Koski shared her screen to aid in the review of the Terms of Reference document
· T. Koski will make the recommended edits to the Terms of Reference 
· A. Werner will send the final Terms of Reference document to the Circle and will post to the website
· The Circle provided consensus to approval of the Terms of Reference 
	Kayla Murphy/Tara Koski

	5.
	First Peoples Indigenous Centre and Indigenization Council Highlights
· K. Murphy presented a slide show review to the group; A. Werner to share K. Murphy’s FPIC update presentation with the minutes
· R. Fitton asked about whether FPIC would consider hosting events in Whitby in the future
· R. Taunton said she will restart the planning processes and will aim to have events taking place in Whitby in the near future
	Kayla Murphy

	6.
	Fall Feast
· K. Murphy reminded the group about the upcoming Fall Feast at the Bistro 67 (6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.)
· Chef C. Britt from Wiisinidaa will be catering the event
· Elder Dorothy Taylor will be at the event to provide a Teaching
	Kayla Murphy

	7.
	Community Updates/Events
· M. Nakashima shared that Bawaajigewin recently voted in their new Board, S. Byrne has moved to President position, R. Leaman has moved into the Vice President role, five new Board members elected (now at 14); they have a planning day coming up at the end of October and a number of grants they are working on, introducing sweats, hoping to get some craft sessions started, etc. 
· J. Martin shared that in conjunction with Durham Community Health Centre, Dnaagdawenmag Binnoojiiyag is co-hosting a Big Drum this weekend, Saturday October the 18th in Cannington at Brock High School
· A. Danis shared that the Indigenous Education and Cultural Services at Ontario Tech University had a screening of the documentary Sugarcane at the Regent Theatre in Oshawa on October 1st, 2025; We Survived the Night dean’s public lecture will take place on November 11, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
· G. Paulin spoke to the Circle about the expansion of the Indigenous Opportunities Network (ION) and recently placed 55 Indigenous candidates in the Electrical field; plans to travel to Curve Lake and Ottawa in the coming weeks; currently has 200 individuals in the ION candidate pool
· J. Fournier said next week is Fall Academic PD Day – Theme is “Fostering Inclusivity” and will include the launch of the Braiding Learning Framework; will be inviting Ela Smith and Cassie Hill; multiple new micro credentials being launched at Durham College under the Braiding Knowledge heading, along with new professional development sessions being offered
· C. Wagar said the Métis Council provided Thanksgiving dinner food baskets to approximately 100 citizen families; they now have at least 400 volunteers on the citizen list for the area; reminded the group about the Witness Blanket display at Cannington Church
· C. Kearns said the Métis Council is interested in promoting activities taking place in honour of Louis Riel Day; they would be interested in partnering on events taking place at the College; willing to help and be present; they are also planning to help families in need once again around the holidays with food and gifts, students/families should make themselves known to the Council in advance in order to participate
	All

	8.
	10th Anniversary of the College Signing of the Indigenous Education Protocol
· T. Koski provided a progress report with the group
· A. Werner will share the IEP progress report with the minutes
	Tara Koski

	9.
	Next Meeting
· A. Werner to book the next meeting for the afternoon of February 5 at 3:00 p.m.
	All

	10.
	Closing Prayer
· C. Kearns provided a closing prayer for the Circle
	Claire Kearns

	11.
	Action Items
· T. Koski will make the recommended edits to the Terms of Reference 
· A. Werner will send the final Terms of Reference document to the Circle and will post to the website
· A. Werner to share K. Murphy’s FPIC update presentation with the minutes
· A. Werner will share the IEP progress report with the minutes
· A. Werner to book the next meeting for the afternoon of February 5 at 3:00 p.m.
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